
 

NDP Response: Peace Quest Cape Breton 

 

1. Do you believe the government of Canada should support or reject the 
new UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW)?  

 
Yes. We think it is shameful that the Liberal government boycotted the negotiations that 
resulted in the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. We also think the 
government’s refusal to support this crucial, multilateral effort to rid the world of 
nuclear weapons runs counter to obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. Simply put, all countries must get behind the TPNW, whether or not they are 
nuclear-weapons states. 
 
2. Since 2018, over 1,200 Parliamentarians from around the world, 

including 13 Canadian Members of Parliament, have signed a 
‘Parliamentary Pledge,’ issued by the International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), to “work for the signature and ratification [of 
the TPNW] by our countries, as we consider the abolition of nuclear 
weapons to be a global public good of the highest order and an essential 
step to promote the security and well-being of all peoples. If you were 
elected, would you sign the Pledge? 
 

Yes. 

3. Canada is a member of NATO, the world’s only nuclear-armed alliance. 
As a participant in NATO’s Nuclear Planning Group (NPG) it helps 
formulate Alliance war-plans, including the first use of nuclear weapons. 
Do you agree that NATO needs nuclear weapons for its defence and 
security, and that it has the right to use them first if it chooses? Do you 
agree other states or alliances are entitled to draw the same conclusion? 
 

We do not agree that NATO needs nuclear weapons for its defence and security. We 
must never forget that a single nuclear weapon can kill millions of people, making these 
weapons among the most dangerous threats to international peace and security. New 
Democrats believe Canada must play a leadership role within NATO in order to move 
away from the nuclear deterrence policy and instead support the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

 

4. Canada is also a member of the 1970 nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), which mandates “good faith” negotiations on the elimination of 
nuclear weapons. Do you think Canada is doing enough to fulfil its 
obligation to work for a nuclear-weapon-free world? If not, what further 
actions and policies would you like to see Canada pursue?   

 
 
 



 

No, we do not believe Canada is honouring its obligations under the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. In addition to supporting the TPNW and calling on other states to 
support this important treaty, Canada must use the full force of its diplomatic weight in 
order to bring different states to the negotiating table, especially nuclear-weapons 
states, to work towards irreversible, verifiable denuclearization that rids the world of 
nuclear weapons. 

 
5. In setting its famous ‘Doomsday Clock’ at two minutes to midnight, the 

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists draws attention to the two gravest 
threats to human survival and the health of the planet: nuclear weapons 
and climate change. As the Bulletin argues, and recent scientific studies 
have confirmed in grim detail, even a ‘limited’ nuclear war could cause 
catastrophic and irreversible climate change, threatening billions with 
famine, freezing temperatures, and displacement. Do you agree that 
nuclear disarmament is a priority for humanity on par with reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions?   
   

Yes, we agree wholeheartedly. Climate change and the threat of nuclear weapons are the 
two largest threats to international peace and security, and therefore to our survival. The 
government must treat both of them with the urgency that they deserve. That is why 
New Democrats will take concrete action to combat climate change and the threat of 
nuclear weapons. Our safety and survival, and those of our children and grandchildren, 
are at stake.  
  


